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Did you ever receive a braggadocio year-end letter from 
a friend (not!) or relative? You know the boasts: ”My 
grandson got a free ride to Harvard medical school, our 
daughter got a huge promotion at a Wall Street hedge 
fund, we just bought a third house in Hilton Head blah 
blah blah.” 

Well, Kol HaLev member Maxine Brand is no slouch 
when it comes to writing these missives, although they 
convey a very different tone.. Her annual letters, written 
between 1995-2016, hilariously capture the adventures 
and misadventures of her two daughters and her profes-
sor husband as they moved from California to three dif-
ferent cities in Colorado and then to Davenport, Iowa. 

You will be able to hear 
Maxine’s stories on Sunday, 
November 12, at 10 am. 
when she speaks at the Man-
del JCC. Her letters, along 
with her blog postings and 
her adult daughter’s com-
ments, are published in her 
new book The Brand Family 
Chronicles or OMG They’re 
Moving Again. Maxine will 
be one of six local authors 
speaking that morning as 
part of Jewish Book Month.          continued on page 8

KOL HALEV AUTHOR MAXINE BRAND AT JEWISH BOOK FESTIVAL
By Ellen  Harris

FALL PHOTOS, PAGES. 4-6

 Many, if not all of us, I imagine, are 
familiar with the expression that is 
reputed to have its origin in either 
a Chinese or a Yiddish set of curses 
that says, “may you live in interest-
ing times.”  In expanding on this 
expression, Robert F. Kennedy stated 
in a speech he gave in 1966, “like it 
or not, we are living in interesting 
times.” Whether or not that “curse” 
is actually of Chinese or Yiddish 
origin, it certainly applies to the situ-
ation of our world at this moment. 

I’m sure that we could, right now, 
with very little effort, go around 
this room and put together a pretty 
nice list of issues and situations that 
are contributing factors to making 
our times, “interesting.”  Still, as 
troubling as any individual issue on 
such a list might be, I would say that 
for me, the most troubling develop-
ment of our time is the pervasive 
trend, both within our country and 
all across the world, towards the 
polarization of political opinion, as 

continued on page 3

Note: This month's column is the text of  Rabbi Steve's Rosh Hashanah sermon.

rabbinic corner By Rabbi Steve
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rabbinic corner rabbi steve segar

people migrate to perspectives of deep conviction regarding the absolute correctness of their own views and the ab-
solute moral bankruptcy of those who hold views at the opposite end of the spectrum. I have a personal theory that 
part of what has driven this polarizing trend, is our shared sense of dislocation and disorientation, in the face of mas-
sive increases in the pace of change, and the level of complexity, which currently, and for the foreseeable future, will 
characterize our world. 

It makes sense to me that in a cultural environment that is constantly in motion, a more polarized political orienta-
tion might well provide us with some sense of stability and security that we are lacking in every other part of our 
lives. When we look at our world from this perspective, what we see isn’t always pretty, but it is clearer and simpler 
than many of the other arenas we deal with in our lives.  In the context of polarized politics, we know exactly who 
our allies and our enemies are, and what needs to be done in order to strengthen the likelihood that we and our allies 
will get and/or keep the upper hand in the current political environment.   
Such clarity may serve as a powerful counterweight to the larger cultural flux in which we find ourselves, but it 
surely comes at the great cost of painting whatever situation we are focused on with such a broad brush that the gra-
dations and subtlety and nuance that lie in between our own positions and those of our perceived enemies is entirely 
wiped out, and with them, any potential of discovering unimagined commonalities or creative compromise in the 
service of transcending any of the many Gordian knots which currently confront us. 

There are many levels, as all of us are aware, at which this dynamic is currently operating within the realm of our 
domestic political discourse, and which deserve our attention. But these, I would like to save for another talk on 
another day. For today, what I would like to focus on, is the effect of this polarizing dynamic as it pertains to the re-
lationship between the American Jewish community and the State of Israel. I believe it’s important for us to address 
this particular manifestation of polarization because of the risks I see it presenting, if allowed to go unchecked, to 
sustaining American support for Israel in the long term, as well as for the future well-being of the American Jewish 
community and of Israel itself.

Most Jewish individuals and organizations in the United States have long been sensitive to the ways in which Is-
rael is talked about within the broader American context. From the time of the founding of the state, there has been 
a near consensus around seeing it as our responsibility to help generate both moral and material support for Israel 
among our fellow non-Jewish citizens generally, and especially among those who are in positions of authority and 
influence.  As part of this sensibility, there has been an unwritten rule that prohibited explicit criticism of Israel by 
anyone in the American Jewish community lest such criticism be lifted from its context and used by those with anti-
Semitic leanings to damage Israel’s image among the American public.  While there have been a growing number of 
exceptions to this consensus within the Jewish community since the period following the six-day war in 1967, the 
vast majority of major Jewish organizations in the U.S. have mostly maintained a solidly protective stance towards 
critique against Israel whether coming from within or especially, from beyond the Jewish community.  

During this same 50-year period, the already strong instinct to defend Israel has been further intensified in response 
to the emergence of ever more strident and extreme critiques of Israel, which call into question the very right of the 
Jewish people to have a state of our own. While there seems to be a range of motivations among those who come 
to support these initiatives, there is no doubt that some number of them are informed by an anti-Semitic bias that is 
grounded in a demonized view of Israel, and often of Jews as well; in which Israel is seen as the epitome of evil, and 
the entire Zionist enterprise is portrayed, vehemently and exclusively, in racist, colonialist and immoral terms.  

This highly polarized critique has both engendered, and emerged in parallel to, a reciprocal and symbiotic re-

continued from page 1

continued on page 8
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PHOTO GALLERY: HAGIGA

robyn novickHAGIGA HAPPENINGS
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PHOTO GALLERY: SUKKOTt
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INTERGENERATIONAL APPLE PICKING

PHOTO GALLERY: SIMCHAT TORAH
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We send wishes for a refuah shleimah, a complete and speedy healing, to Mike Arwin; Anita Cohn; Judi Dash; 
Ralph Gwatkin; Jayne Jones; Ron Kohn; Marilyn Litvene; Chip May; Pam Millas; Pauline Raymond; and 
Eda Weiss.  We would love to hear from you if you or another Kol HaLev member you know of would like to be 
included on this list. 

Thanks to Liz Meacham, the Hesed Monthly Coordinator for October. During the month, members provided rides 
and visits.

Shabbat Service Misheberach (Prayer for Healing)

During Shabbat morning services, before the congregation sings the Misheberach (Prayer for Healing)
a member of the Hesed Committee reads alout the names of absent Kol HaLev members in need of 
support. If you or someone you know would like to be included among the names we focus on as we 
gather our collective intention on the healing prayer, please be in touch with Robin or Martha. 

To participate in the work of the Hesed Committee, or to request Hesed support for yourself or another, 
contact Rabbi Steve or Hesed co-Chairs Robin Holzman (robinholzman@gmail.com) or Martha Schubert 

(marthaschubert@mac.com).

HESED

The board met October 9 at the home of Karly Whitaker and debriefed on the High Holidays; discussed ways to 
reach out to new members; and heard updates on our upcoming18/25 celebration (see below) and governance 
structure research.

It was agreed that the High Holidays went smoothly, and that services were well-led and meaningful.  Several 
suggestions for next year, made both in response to an email sent to members and by board members, will be sent 
to the High Holidays committee for future consideration.

Karly reported that Adina Davidson and Lila Hanft have agreed to lead a group researching governance practices 
of other congregations of our size and suggest an appropriate efficient and effective alternative to our current 
Values Team Leaders structure. 

Karly said the committee which is organizing the 18/25 fundraising event scheduled for May 5 to mark Rabbi 
Steve’s 18th year with Kol HaLev and the congregation’s 25th anniversary met for the first time. Margy 
Weinberg and Karly are chairing the celebration. The event will replace the mock trial this year as an annual 
fundraiser. It is also hoped that additional funds can be raised for a fund for future needs. 

There was no treasurer’s report because of delays in getting information into QuickBooks.

The next board meeting will be November 13 at the home of Art Biagianti in South Euclid.

 board report deena epstein, secretary
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MAXINE BRAND, continued from page 1

Among the most memorable passages: Planning a 
JMOGSW : (Jewish Modern 
Orthodox Green Sustainable 
Wedding) For Her Daugher, Ali. 
Since the family was living in 
Denver at the time, orchestrat-
ing it should have been easy, 
especially with the help of a 
Polish Catholic wedding planner 
who understood Yiddish. One of 
the biggest problems, however, 
turned out to be about paper. 
The engaged couple specified 
that no paper should be wasted 
(so much for wrapping gifts) and ordered an overlay of 
embedded flowers and plants FOR the invitation( all 
made of recycled paper of course). The effect was stun-
ning and unworkable. The overlays were too stiff to fit 
into themailing envelope and had to be reprinted. (So 
much for sustainability, although Maxine figured out a 
way to use them later). 

In spite of the witty anecdotes and wry observations 

on growing older, the letters also bookmark sad times. 
Maxine’s beloved husband died of cancer in 2001 at age 
61. Maxine herself is a recent survivor of breast cancer. 

Now in her 60s, Maxine 
moved to Cleveland two 
years ago to join Ali, her 
son-in-law, Noam, and their 
two-year-old toddler Ori. 

Maxine has already planted 
deep roots in Cleveland. 
She plays a mean game 
of pickleball at the JCC, 
has corralled a network 
of about 25 like-minded 
women to join her at a dif-

ferent restaurant each month, and was recently featured 
as “Mensch of the Month” in the Jewish Community 
Federation’s IMPACT newsletter for volunteers. Among 
other activities, Maxine draws upon her extensive ex-
perience in sales and marketing to help high school stu-
dents interview for the job market. And her newest ven-
ture: resuming her tap dancing! She will be performing 
in a recital performance on November 17 at the Palace 
Theater.

WHAT: Maxine Brand reads from her 
book "The Brand Family Chronicles or 
OMG They’re Moving Again"
WHERE: Local Author Day of the Cleve-
land Jewish Book Festival, Mandel JCC
WHEN Sun, Nov 12 , 10 a.m.
TICKETS: $12 JCC Members; $15 Com-
munity. Purchase at Mandeljcc.org/bookfes-
tival or call or call 216-831-0700 Ext, 0.

sponse in many parts of the Jewish world.  This response 
has included a doubling down on affirming the unassail-
able nature of Israel’s value, righteousness, heroism and 
wisdom, and also an increased tendency to suspect the 
presence of anti-Semitism underlying the expression of 
any and all criticism related to Israel, regardless of its 
source or tone. The taking of such a stance is not surpris-
ing or difficult to understand given our people’s long and 
painful history of being on the receiving end of violence 
and oppression. And yet, it’s also the case that what feels 
instinctively right can, at times, be misleading, and can 
take us in exactly the opposite direction of where we are 
trying to head.

In this radically polarized context, we, in the Jewish 
community, are sometimes forced into the unfortunate 
position of needing to choose between viewing Israel as 
a flawless society, or expressing critique and taking the 
risk of being seen by our fellow Jews as traitors to our 
people. In my mind, this situation is a recipe for disaster 
for the American Jewish community and for Israel as 
well. One aspect of the disaster has to do with how our 

children and grandchildren will negotiate their own sense 
of connection to our ancient and modern homeland. 

There is significant anecdotal evidence that a large num-
ber of Jewish young adults who go off to college having 
been educated to see Israel in a strictly virtuous way, end 
up having their Jewish feet knocked out from under them 
as they encounter other narratives of Israel’s history and 
identity that are shocking to them, in that they frame Is-
rael in a completely different, and much more negative 
light than they have ever before heard. 

Recent attempts to address this problem have focused on 
providing better preparation for our kids to handle these 
inevitable and difficult conversations by giving them 
the intellectual ammunition to challenge any attempt 
to paint Israel in a less than admirable way. While I am 
sympathetic to the intention of that approach, it is, in my 
opinion, inadequate, on its own, to address the most fun-
damental issue our kids must confront, which is coming 
to terms with the realization, that Israel, like the United 

RABBINIC CORNER, continued from page 3

continued on page11
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The November meeting is Thursday, November 16, at the home of Leah Kamionkowski. We will discuss The 
Boston Girl: A Novel by Anita Diamant. (336 pages, a Kindle version is available). Note that this is the THIRD 
Thursday in November

A preview from Amazon: Anita Diamant’s “vivid, affectionate portrait of American womanhood” 
(Los Angeles Times), follows the life of one woman, Addie Baum, through a period of dramatic 
change. Addie is The Boston Girl, the spirited daughter of an immigrant Jewish family, born 
in 1900 to parents who were unprepared for America and its effect on their three daughters. 
Growing up in the North End of Boston, then a teeming multicultural neighborhood, Addie’s 
intelligence and curiosity take her to a world her parents can’t imagine—a world of short skirts, 
movies, celebrity culture, and new opportunities for women. Addie wants to finish high school 
and dreams of going to college. She wants a career and to find true love. From the one-room 
tenement apartment she shared with her parents and two sisters, to the library group for girls 
she joins at a neighborhood settlement house, to her first, disastrous love affair, to finding the love of 
her life, eighty-five-year-old Addie recounts her adventures with humor and compassion for the naïve girl she once 
was.

The Boston Girl is a moving portrait of one woman’s complicated life in twentieth century America and a 
fascinating look at a generation of women finding their places in a changing world.

The book for December is The Marriage of Opposites by Alice Hoffman. 

All Kol HaLev members are welcome to attend the book group. For more information about the group look at our 
web page (kolhalev.net/book_group) and contact Kevin (KJW@oberlin.net) to be added to the group’s e-mail list.

 hug hasefer: book discussion group

Members of Kol HaLev will mark the following yahrzeits during the next month:

•	 Dorothy Arthur- mother of Nick Delciappo
•	 Harry Beckerman- father of Eda Weiss
•	 Rose Beckerman- mother of Eda Weiss
•	 Ben Lewis- husband of Bellamy Printz
•	 Sam Kelman- husband of Anna Kelman
•	 Charline Cooper (Chaya Leba)- mother of Maxine Brand
•	 Betty Kohn- stepmother of Ron Kohn
•	 Barney Lasky- father of Renee Siegel
•	 Adeline Rothenberg Berger- grandmother of Nancy Frazier
•	 Heidi Manela (Shoshanna)- grandmother of Aaron Manela
•	 David Cooper (David Schmel)- father of Maxine Brand
•	 Rosalie Cohen- mother of Margaret Cohen
•	 Fred Manela (Avraham)- grandfather of Aaron Manela
•	 Asnat Kelman- mother in law of Anna Kelman

Kol HaLev members may include the yahrzeit of loved ones in Kol HaLev Happenings by submitting the name of 
the deceased, the relationship to the member, and the date of death including the year to kelli@kolhalev.net. 

YAHRZEITS
They are now a part of us, as we remember them 
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Kol HaLev gratefully acknowledges these contributions:

• Dan Klein and Nancy Rubel in memory of Ruth Bonyhadi Rubel
• Anna Kelman in honor of Bill Scer-Marcus' birthday
• Margy Weinberg in memory of Jean and Herman Gordon
• Aaron and Laurel Simkoff in honor of Charlotte Rose Simkoff's first birthday and May 2017 baby naming
• Abe Chasin to the Hesed Fund in honor of David Conn and Arthur Lieberman for their help during the High 

Holy Days
• Larry Gerstenhaber in appreciation for the streaming of High Holy Days services. 
• Zelda Lipton in appreciation for the streaming of High Holy Days services.
• Elinor Friedman in commemoration of the yahrzeit of her father, Ben Yosowitz
• Ralph and Selma Gwatkin in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Selma's mother, Lillian Schatz
• Abe Chasin in commemoration of the yahrzeit of his wife, Muriel Chasin
• Arthur and Sue Biagianti in commemoration of the yahrzeit of Sue's mother, Mildred Rosenberg

Make a donation to Kol HaLev in honor of a simcha, in memory of a loved one, in commemoration of a yahrzeit, or just be-
cause. You can donate check or online, whichever is more comfortable and convenient for you. Find out how at http://kolhalev.
net/giving_opportunities.

CONTRIBUTIONS

ADULT ED: VISIT MALTZ MUSEM'S "BEYOND CHICKEN SOUP"
Kol HaLev’s Adult Education committee 
has arranged a special docent-led tour of 
the new Maltz Museum exhibit “Beyond 
Chicken Soup: Jews and Medicine in 
America” for members December 10 at 2 
p.m.. 

The exhibit, which was developed 
by the Jewish Museum of Maryland, 
also includes a section on Northeast 
Ohio’s medical community. It features 
information about influential Cleveland physicians --including the late Dr. Maureen Hack, a Kol HaLev member, 
who did groundbreaking research on premature infants-- as well as more than 200 documents and artifacts related to 
Cleveland’s own Mt. Sinai Hospital.

“Beyond Chicken Soup” is a fascinating look at “how the field of medicine has been a vehicle for discrimination, 
acculturation and the strengthening of Jewish identity.” Kol HaLev members will have a chance to share their 
thoughts on the exhibit during an informal social hour following the tour.

Kol HaLev members should let Deena Epstein, deenaeps@gmail.com, know if they plan to attend. Tickets are at the 
group rate of $10 (usually $12) for adults and children over 12. Children from 5 to 11 are $5. Guests of members 
also are invited to participate.

Payment details and social hour information will be provided to those who RSVP.  Early RSVPs are encouraged so 
to guarantee the tour and let the Maltz can know how many docents will be needed
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States, and like every other nation on earth, is not a flaw-
less society.  For my money, a much more robust inocula-
tion against demonizing narratives, as well as a launching 
pad for lifelong positive engagement with Israel, would 
be to inculcate our kids with the understanding that loy-
alty and critique can co-exist in the same human heart, 
and not only that, but that loyalty to the highest vision of 
your community often serves as the very source of inspi-
ration for a person to make the choice to bring attention 
to issues of concern. 

A second disastrous result of this dynamic has been the 
continuously shrinking proportion of the American Jew-
ish community that is emotionally invested in, and drawn 
to engagement with Israel. The stridency coming from all 
sides, and the taboo within the organized Jewish commu-
nity on expressing any critique, has inspired a significant 
percentage of the American Jewish population, especially 
those among the younger demographics, to take them-
selves mostly or completely out of 
the conversation. A smaller number 
of American Jews engaged with Is-
rael could lead, over time, to an ero-
sion of support for Israel within the 
American public at large, and it also 
deprives that segment of our commu-
nity of a potentially significant an-
chor for their Jewish identity, by way 
of the unique spiritual and cultural 
creativity being generated within 
many enclaves of Israeli society.   

It is interesting, and also instructive, that this perspective 
of simultaneously holding on to both a sense of commit-
ment and a willingness to challenge, is very familiar to us 
as American Jews, because for most of us, it’s exactly the 
stance we take towards the government and society of our 
own United States.  As Americans, we feel empowered 
to embrace many different levels of truth simultaneously 
about this land, its history and its government. 

We can appreciate the opportunity that has frequently 
been provided by this country to immigrants and their 
descendants, ourselves included, to pursue their dreams, 
even as we acknowledge the violence and oppression that 
took place as part of its establishment and development. 
We can celebrate the progress we have made as a culture, 
over the course of the past two hundred and fifty years, 
towards more completely realizing the vision articulated 
in our founding documents, but at the same time, recog-

nize the range and levels of discrimination and bias that 
continue to afflict many minorities within our society, and 
which present obstacles to the fullest expression of our 
national vision. 

There have always been individuals and groups in Amer-
ica, and they certainly exist today, who have leveled the 
charge of disloyalty at anyone who expressed criticism 
of particular social and political policies or values, es-
pecially when these policies and values were associated 
with political parties or administrations who were then in 
power. But thank God, that most of the time, these people 
have not managed to achieve the capacity to enforce their 
preference for silencing such criticism. However, most 
members of the Jewish community, have, in contrast, al-
ways affirmed the importance of playing the role, when 
necessary, of the “loyal opposition,” at moments when we 
perceive that either our elected representatives, or other 
societal forces, are supporting programs or expressing at-
titudes that do not represent the best of what our country 

has traditionally stood for.

What would it take for the Jewish com-
munity to adopt this model, which com-
bines appreciation, loyalty and critique, 
that we have so successfully utilized in 
our relationship to the United States, 
and establish it as an authentic and re-
spectable option in our engagement and 
relationship with our people’s national 
home?  Yes, the instinct to assume a 
posture of defense before all else, goes 
very deep.  And yes, the two relation-

ships are in many ways, not analogous with one another. 
Nonetheless, it strikes me that the risks of holding to 
the present course are at least as great if not greater than 
those of trying a different direction. 

On my recent visit to Israel, sponsored by the Israel Ac-
tion Network, I was exposed to a new approach on the 
part of the organized Jewish community to engaging 
with non-Jews who are likely to hold critical or skepti-
cal views of Israel. This new type of Israel mission is 
intentionally aimed at recruiting participants from liberal 
sectors of American society, such as university academics 
and mainline protestant clergy, who, in the estimation of 
the Jewish community, are at risk for embracing a more 
negatively polarized view of Israel. In the prior advocacy 
model, participants would be shown the many amazing 
examples of success and achievement across Israeli soci-

RABBINIC CORNER, continued from page 8

continued on page12

The instinct to 
assume a posture 
of defense before 
all else goes very 

deep. 
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ety, and immersed in a strictly affirming narrative of 
Israel’s historical development. In contrast to that, this 
new approach includes acknowledging the presence of 
deficiency and struggle within Israeli society, both in the 
current context, and over the course of its history. 

During these tours, participants have the chance to meet 
with a range of presenters, some of whom speak to the 
strengths and successes of Israel and some of whom fo-
cus on the dimensions where there remains significant 
work to do. Participants are also able to get a first-hand 
look at some of the organizations that are working on ad-
dressing a range of these societal deficits, and are invited 
to partner with them in that process.  This shift in how 
to deal with criticism towards Israel, on the part of the 
organized Jewish world, I believe points to the fact that 
we are beginning to recognize that there is value in mov-
ing beyond the more polarized view characterized by a 
posture of defense and suspicion. We’ve seen it applied 
successfully to those beyond the Jewish community; the 
challenge and the need now, is to apply this same ap-
proach internally, to the members of our own community.

This year at Kol HaLev, we are dedicating a significant 
amount of our programming time to invest in a commu-
nal re-engagement with Israel that will seek to embody 
this ethos of moving beyond the state of polarized per-
spectives.  We are planning monthly opportunities to hear 
in a personal vein from members who have diverse expe-
riences with and relationships to Israel.  

We are planning on leveraging the many examples of Is-
raeli cultural and artistic events sponsored by other orga-
nizations in the community with the intent of expanding 
our own Israel conversations beyond the politics of con-
flict in the middle east.  And, we are planning on further 
developing our dialogue skills with one another in pursuit 
of achieving the capacity for members with differing ori-
entations to Israel, to better understand how our respec-
tive life and experiences and thought processes have led 
us to developing our current points of view.  I hope many 
of us will choose to participate in at least one of these ac-
tivities over the course of this year. 

And, finally, one idea, which is not yet officially in our 
plan, and for which, full disclosure, I do not yet have 
board approval, but which is a challenge that I would like 
to throw out to us all collectively.  I would like to see, if 
we, as a community could come together around a project 
that is focused on improving Israeli society in some way. 
This project would be one that we together could learn 

about, perhaps invest in financially, and maybe even ad-
vocate for beyond the boundaries of our community.  I 
know it’s a tall order, given our diversity on this issue, 
but I think we’re up to the task!  I look forward to further 
discussion on pursuing this possibility.

In closing, I would like to note that similar to the United 
States, and I’m certain inspired by its example, The State 
of Israel at its founding, created for itself a lofty vision 
towards which it aspires.  This vision includes a number 
of aims which will sound familiar to American ears, such 
as the commitment to foster the development of the coun-
try for the benefit of all its inhabitants; the commitment 
to ensure complete equality of social and political rights 
to all its inhabitants; the commitment to guarantee free-
dom of religion, conscience, and culture; and the com-
mitment to be faithful to the principles of the Charter of 
the United Nations. 

And not surprisingly, like the United States, Israel is still 
very much a work in progress as it endeavors to achieve this 
vision. In order to support movement in that direction, the 
Jewish communities in both countries will need to continue 
to cultivate and celebrate both the loyalty of their respective 
members, but also the capacity to provide lovingly critical 
feedback when circumstances inspire us to do so.

I was moved this week to read about an acclaimed Israeli 
film maker Shlomo Maoz, whose most recent film was 
just declared best picture at the Israeli film academy’s 
Ophir awards, the equivalent of the Oscars in the US. His 
film, Foxtrot, which explores the negative impact of the 
occupation on Israeli society, has been attacked by some 
ministers in the current Isreali government, who have 
said that it is a disgrace, and that it has shamed the state 
of Israel and its symbols. 

Maoz, when asked if he was concerned about being 
viewed as a “traitor” in Israel, replied: “The opposite. Ev-
ery human society should strive to be better and improve 
itself. The basic and necessary condition for improve-
ment is the ability to accept self-criticism. If I criticize 
the place [where] I live, I do it because I worry. I do it 
because I want to protect it. I do it from love.”

May the coming year be one in which we do not instinc-
tively reject criticism out of hand. And may critique that 
is truly grounded in love be welcomed, as an important 
element in the process of our movement towards achiev-
ing our highest aspirations for ourselves, and for the two 
nations whose destinies are intimately bound up with our 
own.  Good Yutif.  Shanah tovah umtukah. A good and 

RABBINIC CORNER, continued from page 11
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FALL FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN KICKS OFF THIS WEEK
Everyone whose heart so moves them shall bring an offering. (Exodus 25:2)
: 
Kol HaLev is all about “we.” Without you, we would not be possible! The myriad ways your involvement 
energizes and supports this community are too numerous to count. The Kol HaLev Board of Trustees and 
your fellow members are grateful for your commitments of ruach (spirit), time, creativity and more, that help 
sustain our collective purpose.

It also takes money to keep Kol HaLev functioning.

You may not know that paid dues commitments only make up about 63% of our budgeted needs. This is not 
atypical of congregational communities. But it does mean that we have to seek other sources of financial 
sustenance. We’re fortunate to be the recipient of some grants to supplement our 
outstanding education programs. And we have events like next year's fundraiser 
celebrating Rabbi Steve's 18 years at Kol HaLev.

Beyond those opportunities, we have to step up ourselves. We have to 
provide for our own financial well-being. This year, the gap between 
income from dues, tuition and grants, and total need, is about $60,000.

In the next week or so, each Kol Halev member will receive a letter 
requesting that you contribute to our Fall Fundraising Campaign. The 
campaign is designed to help Kol HaLev meet our current and ongoing 
financial needs. In the spirit of our long-held community value that everyone 
is welcome, regardless of their financial situation, we ask that you consider 
a contribution from your heart, that reflects how Kol HaLev enriches your life and the lives of all our 
members. We’re here to support each other by supporting the whole.

There is no comparing who does what, or who gives what; we’re cooperatively responsible for creating and 
sustaining Kol HaLev, each according to our abilities. Any size contribution is meaningful if it represents 
your heartfelt commitment, regardless of your means. 

Please respond promptly with your pledge of support. The pledge period will extend through January 15, 
2018, and we request payment on your pledge by June 30, the end of our fiscal year. (Consider that making a 
charitable contribution by December 31 may be beneficial on your tax return this year!)

Each of us, together, breathes Kol HaLev to life each day, with our collective ruach, time, creativity, and 
indeed, our financial commitments. Todah rabah in advance for taking the time to consider how Kol HaLev 
sustains you, and taking action on how you can sustain Kol HaLev.

With appreciation,
Karly Whitaker, Kol HaLev President
Mattuck Meacham, Values Team Leader – Democratic and Fiscally Sustainable
On behalf of the Kol HaLev fundraising committee
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Kristallnacht (Night of the Broken Glass) saw thousands of 
Jewish homes, businesses, and synagogues destroyed. 80 
years later we reflect on its meaning and its aftermath.  

•  Creative writing and visual arts contest for Middle 
and High School students

•  Winners and their schools will be recognized at the 
program 

•  Cash prizes totaling $2,500 will be awarded 

•  Works will be judged on interpretation of theme, 
originality and technique.

CONTEST

creative

ARTS
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11, 2018 | 7 PM

PARK SYNAGOGUE MAIN
3300 MAYFIELD RD. 

CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OH 44118

The Yom Hashoah Creative  
Arts Contest and the annual  

Yom Hashoah Commemoration  
are sponsored by the  

Kol Israel Foundation and the  
Jewish Federation of Cleveland. 

Please review the rules and guidelines for submission and download the entry form at: 

www.jewishcleveland.org/creativeartscontest

DEADLINE FOR ENTRIES IS FEBRUARY 16, 2018

CALL FOR ENTRIES

CLEVELAND  
COMMEMORATION  

OF THE HOLOCAUST  
& HEROISM

YOM HASHOAH
V’HAGVURAH

THIS YEAR’S THEME: Finding Meaning in the Broken Glass: Reflections on Kristallnacht

2018 ANNUAL 
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THIS YEAR’S THEME: Finding Meaning in the Broken Glass: Reflections on Kristallnacht

RULES & GUIDELINES

THEME: “Finding Meaning in the Broken Glass: Reflections on Kristallnacht”

ELIGIBILITY: All students in grades 6 – 12 in Northeastern Ohio schools are welcome to participate.

DIVISIONS: I: Grades 6 – 8, and II: Grades 9 – 12

DEADLINE: Friday, February 16, 2018

JUDGING: All works will be judged on interpretation of theme, originality and technique. 

AWARDS: Cash prizes will be awarded for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place for creative writing and visual arts in both divisions. 

CREATIVE WRITING: 

• Original work of prose or poetry

• Must have a title

• 500 words maximum in Word document only 
(not as a PDF; sending the entry form as a PDF is 
permissible) 

• Must be double-spaced in 12-point font 

• Work must be emailed to yomhashoah@jcfcleve.org

• No group projects

VISUAL ARTS: 

• Original finished drawing, painting, rendering or sculpture

• Must have a title

• Two-dimensional works may not exceed 24 x 24 inches

• Three-dimensional works may not exceed combined total 
(height + width + depth) of 60 inches, nor exceed weight 
of 20 pounds

• Use of swastikas and images of Hitler are prohibited

• Must submit original production

• Work must be delivered to Jewish Federation of Cleveland 
and be easily transported and moved

• No group projects

RULES FOR SUBMISSION

DIVISION II: 
GRADES 9 – 12

CREATIVE WRITING
VISUAL ARTS

First Place: $500
Second Place: $250
Third Place: $100

DIVISION I:
GRADES 6 – 8

CREATIVE WRITING
VISUAL ARTS

First Place: $250
Second Place: $100
Third Place: $50

Works will be juried. Awards may not be given in each category. Only one entry per student will be accepted. Entries that 
are incomplete, submitted after the deadline, or do not comply with contest guidelines will be disqualified. All submissions 
must be accompanied by an entry form. Original works will not be returned unless special arrangements are made.

CONTEST

creative

ARTS
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CONTEST

creative

ARTS
ENTRY FORM
Please complete this form and submit it with your original work by February 16, 2018

• Email creative writing entries to yomhashoah@jcfcleve.org
• Bring visual arts entries to: 
 Jewish Federation of Cleveland
 Jack, Joseph and Morton Mandel Building
 25701 Science Park Drive, Cleveland, Ohio 44122
 Phone: 216-593-2834

Name of Contestant: ____________________________________________________________

Grade: _________________________

Home Address:_________________________________________________________________

City and Zip Code: ______________________________________________________________

Phone Number: _________________________________________________________________

Email address: __________________________________________________________________

School: ________________________________________________________________________

Name of Teacher: ________________________________________________________________

Category: (please check one)     __ Creative Writing  __ Visual Arts

Title: ___________________________________________________________________________

I understand the rules and regulations of the contest. I understand that the Yom Hashoah V’Hagvu-
rah Committee cannot be held responsible for any damage or breakage. This is my original work. I 
have submitted only one entry. I grant permission to the Yom Hashoah V’Hagvurah Committee to 
reproduce, publish, exhibit, and /or use any/all entries for publicity. 

Please type or sign below: 
Contestant Signature and Date: _____________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature and Date: _________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Printed Name: ______________________________________________________
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 CALENDAR

Fri., Nov. 3 6:30-8:30 p.m. Women's Shabbat Dinner at the home of Maureen Dinner; RVSP to Happy Wallach.
9:15-10:30 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry (5th - 7th graders)
9:30-10:30 a.m. Torah Discussion in Ratner Library  led by  Adina Davidson

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel. Vayera ; Service Leader: Rabbi Steve; 
Kiddush Sponsors: Rachel Kay and Mark and Adina Davidson

10:30-12:30 p.m. Hagiga
10:45-11:15 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. Count Me In; Community Program for 6th graders and parents at the Gross 
Schechter Day School, 27601 Fairmount Blvd., Pepper Pike

10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. Nesiya at Beth El the Heights Synagogue, 3246 Desota Ave, Cleveland Heights 

2:30-4:30 p.m. Magshimim seeing Anne Frank at Playhouse Square
Mon., Nov. 6 7:30-9:00 p .m. Executive Committee Meeting 

Sat., Nov. 11 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Member Led Shabbat Service in Ratner Chapel; Haye Sarah;  Service Leader: Jane 
Arnoff Logsdon; Torah discussion takesplace within service; Kiddush Sponsors: Dan 
& Ann Barach

Sun., Nov. 12 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon Nesiya at Beth El the Heights Synagogue, 3246 Desota Ave, Cleveland Heights 

Mon., Nov. 13 7:30-9:00 p.m. Board Meeting at the home of Art Biagianti; All members are welcome
Wed., Nov. 15

Thurs., Nov. 16 7:30-9:00 p.m. Book Club at the home of Leah Kamionkowski;  More info on page 9. Please note 
that this is the THIRD Thursday in November to avoid conflict with Thanksgiving. 

Fri., Nov. 17 6:00-9:00 p.m.

Kabbalat Shabbat and Potluck at Ratner. Service Leader: Rabbi Steve and member 
musicians. The potluck contributions should be vegetarian/dairy or pareve and 
should not contain nuts. Please bring enough for 8-10. In keeping with our goal of 
becoming a more sustainable community, we encourage members to bring their 
own reuseable plates, cups, utensils and napkins to our potluck. Kiddush Host: 
Arthur Lieberman; Assignments: A-H - Dessert or Drink;  I-P - Main Dish; Q-Z - 
Appetizer or Salad. Note: This is the 3rd Friday instead of the usual 4th in order to 
avoid conflict with Thanksgiving.

9:15-10:30 a.m. Philosophical Inquiry (5th - 7th graders)
9:30-10:30 a.m. Torah Discussion in Ratner Library led by Audrey Warner

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Shabbat Service in the Ratner Chapel, Toledot ; Service Leaders: Adina Davidson 
and Rabbi Steve; Kiddush Sponsors: David and Liz Conn

10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m. Hagiga
10:45-11:15 a.m. Tot-Parent Shabbat Program

1:15-2:15 p.m. Mindful Jewish Practice in the Ratner Library. Nancy Rubel will lead for an hour of 
a combination of sitting practice and brief conversation

Sun., Nov. 19 10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon Nesiya at Beth El the Heights Synagogue, 3246 Desota Ave, Cleveland Heights 

Sat., Nov. 25 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Member Led Shabbat Service at the home of Anita Cohn; : Vayetze ; Service 
Leader: TBA Torah discussion will take place within service; Kiddush Sponsor 
needed

Tues., Nov. 28 7:00-10:00 p.m. No'ar Hadash- Cavs Game

Deadline for the December Kol HaLev Happenings Newsletter

Sat., Nov. 4

Sun., Nov. 5

Sat., Nov. 18
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We strive to make this calendar as accurate as possible, but additions, 
cancellations and other changes may occur after the newsletter is published. 
To ensure you have the most up-to-date information, please double-check 
your plans in the Weekly Update (which arrives in members' email inboxes 
every Thursday), or visit the calendar on the Kol HaLev website.

ABOUT THIS NEWSLETTER

ABOUT THE CALENDAR ON THE PREVIOUS PAGE

Kol HaLev Happenings is the newsletter of Kol HaLev, Cleveland’s 
Reconstructionist Jewish Community.  This digital newsletter can be 
read onscreen in Adobe Reader or printed out on paper. Please email 
newsletter@kolhalev.net with comments, complaints, corrections, 
suggestions, or notices for upcoming issues. Back issues of Kol HaLev 
Happenings can be downloaded from the Kol HaLev website.


